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BITTERLEY PARISH COUNCIL


Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Bitterley Parish Council on 21st September 2026

Present: Cllrs Jon Reardon-Smith (Chair), Richard Osborne, John Gatehouse, Dave Rogers, Alison Holman, Karen Parry and Anthony Bevington. In Attendance: Fern Chadwick (Clerk/RFO)

2026/143	Apologies
To receive and accept apologies and reasons for absence from members – None received. 

2026/144	Declarations of Interest
Members are reminded that they must not participate in the discussion or voting on any matter in which they have a disclosable Interest and should leave the meeting prior to the commencement of the debate.
i. To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.
ii. To declare any Non-Pecuniary Interests.
None declared

2026/145	Public Participation (maximum 15 minutes) Members of the public are invited to speak by the Chair in respect of items on the agenda.
	X1 in attendance to be considered for co-option as a Councillor. (Alan Powell) 

2026/146	To Approve the Draft Minutes from the Meeting 20th July 2026.
		All approved and sanctioned to be posted on the website

2026/147	Consider Candidates for Co-option to the Vacant Seats
X1 member would like to join after Christmas and another possibility from Chair Reardon-Smith. Looking for someone from the Cleeton ward.

2026/148	Shropshire Councillor Report – Cllr Shackerley-Bennett
No report provided due to absence. PC would like to invite to come to the next meeting to update on Shropshire Councils devolution and Tulip Cottage planning enforcement case.

2026/149	Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS)
	Quote for daffodil bulb purchases. – Cllr Holman to take lead on purchase of bulbs and organising a working party of volunteers to plant bulbs.

2026/150	How can BPC support the Parish Church over the improvement of the building’s condition.
	Friends of the Parish Church is struggling to get off the ground as not enough people are interested. A new roof is £350K so it’s an enormous issue. The PCC needs to get grant applications submitted, but the concern is over the community benefit of the funding. Postpone support until after Christmas to see if new Councillors have new ideas on this matter.

2026/151	Planning Applications: Update from committee if any
	Drainage has been improved in Middleton as a permeable surface, changed the size of the turning circle because of highways concern but the lamppost hasn’t been considered. Cllr Holman will contact the applicant for further information.

2026/152	Consider Projects and Spending Ideas of Community Benefit Fund from Rock Farm Solar (£40,000)
	Chair Reardon-Smith has a meeting in early October to walk the site and the developer wants some ideas on where the money is being spent. 
· Cllr Holman suggested information boards on footpaths about wildlife to identify.
· Planting and screening for closest affected houses. (suggested an amount of up to £250 per household that’s match funded by the homeowner – x7 most effected on Snitton Lane).
· Village Hall heating electricity support
· Extending the grants offered to homes to reach net-zero.

2026/153	Update on Purchase of Light-Restricting Streetlight Hoods, Previous Works, Inspection Timings and Column Materials from Cllr Osborne.
	Defer item to next meeting. Cllr Osborne and Cllr Bevington to walk the parish.

2026/154	Financial Matters:
i. [bookmark: _Hlk194911910]Approve Bank Statement and Reconciliation Report
1. Community Account £45,244.26
2. Instant Access £10,994.67
ii. Consider savings account options for savings/CBF.
Cllr Parry proposed, Cllr Bevington seconded to move £30,000 into a 95 day notice account with Lloyds.
iii. Add Cllr Holman to Lloyds bank mandate again.
Clerk to send an e-sign form to Cllr Holman.
iv. Approve Payments: 

	Payee
	Inv No
	Amount

	F Chadwick (Clerks salary including backpay)
	
	694.00

	HMRC PAYE – Paid DD
	
	55.00

	D Lewis Environmental Maintenance Contractor
	1081
	231.00



		Clerk to email PC when taking holiday so it is recorded.
		All payments approved to be paid via BACS.

[bookmark: _Hlk155827777]2026/155	Highways and Consider New Tasks for the Environmental Maintenance Contractor: Resignation of D Lewis
	The PC needs to advertise the role, approach other parish councils and ask SALC for anyone interested, if no one then ask Highways if there’s anyone local to approach, advertising in West of the Clee also. Advertised as £2000 per annum, additional support offered for jetting and digging. Clerk to send template Lengthsman contract for approval before advertising. The PC is keen to utilise Anthony Harman at £300 per 8 hour day for 1 man and digger to clean drains and use jet on culverts. The need is for a Lengthsman to manage the parish on more minor issues and on reporting significant problems to FixMyStreet.
	Cllr raised concerns over a sunken culvert in Middleton and have a black and white reflective bollard to prevent road users from entering a dangerous hole from Shropshire Highways, Clerk to contact for the bollards (x4), Lengthsman to install.
Clerk to alert Shropshire Highways about obscured signposts and speed signs to be maintained, Chair Reardon-Smith advised to put them on FMS first.
Where Severn Trent has worked and filled in the road on the Middleton to Hopton Cangeford, where the road has cracked leading to substandard repairs – Clerk to inform Shropshire Council about concerns over subsidence underneath before resurfacing (a drop of 3/4” in places)
Footpath from the bottom of Bedlam bank there is a failed bridge where the surface has broken and needs reporting to the Bitterley footpath maintenance group, if it’s too big of a job then the group can report to Shropshire Council

2026/156	Councillors Reports
Cllr Holman – Bedlam notice board would be best placed on the entrance to the village on the verge. Residents suggested that some bollards may be needed to prevent parking across the telephone box hosting the defibrillator, the lamppost and possibly put the notice board there as well, all together as a focal point for the hamlet. Cllr Holman to ask residents thoughts about it before proceeding as it removes 1x parking space.
Clerk to email Cllr Holman about a notice to go on the Snitton Gate board for the annual meetings and a notice of vacancies 

Cllr Osborne – Remembrance Sunday is fast approaching and every year the PC has paid for a wreath and proposed to reimburse the cost of the wreath, Cllr Bevington seconded the motion.

Cllr – Reardon-Smith suggested having a separate page on the website for Community Benefit Fund to have details on Ledwyche and Rock Farm Solar

Cllr Bevington – Concerns over landslide issues in Bedlam and reaching out to a contractor to help fix the issues and send a quote to Clerk, nothing received to date, Cllr to ask them to resend.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk137156969]2026/157	Items for the next Agenda
		Decide amounts and pots for the CBF from Rock Farm Solar
		Reimburse for wreath costs.
		Update from Cllr Shackerley-Bennett on issues raised in item 2026/148

Clerk expressed apologies at the next meeting – Cllr Osborne to take the minutes in her absence.
		
The Council wishes to express its gratitude to long serving ex-Councillor John Watkins, Cllrs Gatehouse and Rogers attended the funeral on behalf of the Bitterley Parish Council.
		


Ordinary Parish Council Meeting: 7.00pm Monday 19th October 2026 at Bitterley Village Hall
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