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BITTERLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Bitterley Parish Council on 16th February 2026

Present: Cllrs Jon Reardon-Smith (temporary chair), Anthony Bevington, John Gatehouse, Tony Millard and Karen Parry. In Attendance: Heather Coonick (Clerk/RFO), Fern Chadwick (new Clerk from 1/3/26).  Cllr Shackerley-Bennett (Shropshire Council) joined the meeting at 7.30pm (at point 2026/027)

2026/018	Apologies: Cllrs Richard Osborne and David Rogers.

2026/019	Declarations of Interest: None

2026/020	Public Participation: There were no members of the public in attendance.

2026/021	To Approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting on the 19th January 2026
RESOLVED: to accept the minutes as an accurate record and they were signed by the chair.

2026/022	Consider Candidates for Co-option to the Vacant Seats: There have been no applicants for the vacancy. Councillors will continue to approach potential candidates. The Clerk will ensure that there are notices on all the noticeboards.

2026/023	Shropshire Councillor Report – Cllr Shackerley-Bennett: Deferred until Cllr Shackerley-Bennett arrived at 7.30pm. 
Cllr Shackerley-Bennett restated that he is not willing to attend parish council meetings on a regular basis or send report but will deal with specific items if the Council emails him or invites him to a meeting. 
He was asked to update the parish council on Shropshire Council’s devolution agenda.  He stated that he had doubt about the process being successful.  
Cllr Shackerley-Bennett reported that the council has four main sources of income which are frozen, but they have been given permission to increase the council tax by a further 4% as the council is very close to bankruptcy and is hoping for a loan of £120 million from the government. He considers the present system of funding as untenable. Cllr Reardon-Smith invited Cllr Shackerley-Bennett to attend the next meeting, issues the Council wishes him to deal with are;
1. Devolution and money spent on Bitterley PC by Shropshire Council - The Council asked him to investigate the breakdown of the expenditure by Streetscene within Bitterley Parish as the information provided by Shropshire Council appeared to be inaccurate spend figures given were;
Grounds £2898
Hedges £0
Carriage cleaning £4929
Footway cleaning £1774
BPC is unaware of where this money was spent and by whom. Action; to chase breakdown and report back to BPC
2. Community Boards - Cllr Shackerley-Bennett to report back to Cllr Kidd that the council needs to respect the elected Parish Councils rather than introduce Community Boards. Action; Please confirm how and when this was completed
3. Community benefit fund meeting - At Cllr Shackerley-Bennett request Cllr Reardon-Smith agreed to meet with Reform Councillors to discuss Solar Farms and Community Benefit Funds. Action; Cllr S-B to arrange meeting
4. Planning enforcement-Update on Planning Enforcement re Tulip Cottage - Cllr Shackerley-Bennett was asked to investigate this matter as the first Enforcement Report was made in April 2024 and a further one in October 2025 and there was dissatisfaction from both the council and members of the public is how this has been handled. Action; Cllr S-B to report back to the next meeting on the issue and when and how it will be resolved

2026/024	Ratify the Appointment of a New Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer and Agree Induction: The present Clerk, Heather Coonick, will stand down as of the 28th February and she will be replaced by Fern Chadwick from the 1st March.  Fern needs further information before she can sign the contract.  The induction plan was agreed. 
	RESOLVED: that Cllr Osborne will provide details on pension and pay scale. 

2026/025	Review the Interim Audit Report from the Internal Auditor: Rebecca Turner had produced an interim audit report which was noted by the council. She was satisfied that the Council complies with the audit requirements. She recommended moving some of the general reserve to earmarked reserve.
	RESOLVED: to note her report but did not agree with her recommendation to move some of the general reserve to earmarked reserve.
2026/026	Update on Devolution from Shropshire Council to Town and Parish Councils and Next Steps: Cllr Reardon-Smith reported that at a recent workshop with Shropshire Council on Devolution the plan to devolve the £3 million-pound Streetscene expenditure to Town and Parish Councils had been discussed.  The information provided to the councils on expenditure by Streetscene was inaccurate.  Collaboration between councils to take over running the services was discussed.  Cllr Dawn Husemann, who led the session, reported back to Shropshire Council that councils have no trust in Shropshire Council and that the information on present expenditure was inaccurate. Shropshire Council will have a specific department to deal with devolution, and the intention is that as of 1st April 2027 they will be no longer providing Streetscene services such as road and pavement cleaning, grounds maintenance and emptying public wastebins. 

2026/027	Solar Farms
i. Agree on Ledwyche solar CBF agreement: the changes requested have been made.
RESOLVED: to sign the agreement once Aukera have provided a clean copy including the date and version number.

ii. Update on Letters in Response to Stuart Anderson, MP’s Enquiries and Progress re Shropshire Council and Government Regarding Community Benefit Proposals : A letter from Shropshire Council stated that it had no comments to make on the Parish Council’s ideas at this time. However, they will consider any government consultations. They note that the draft National Planning Framework proposes that when planning is considering renewable and low carbon developments substantial weight should be given to the benefits of the development which would make those benefits material considerations in planning terms if retained in the final version of the Framework.  A letter from Michael Shanks MP, Minister of State for Energy, stated that the government had published a working paper on community benefits in May 2025 and are in the process of reviewing the responses and intend to set out the next steps in due course. 
RESOLVED: to write to Stuart Anderson, MP thanking him and ask him to continue to represent the interests of Bitterley Parish.
iii. Review and Agree Ledwyche Solar Community Benefit Fund Policy vers 02 Including the Application Process and Form: 
RESOLVED: to adopt the policy, application process and form

2026/028	Consider Damage to Road in Vicinity of Lime Storage, Log yard, and Digester: refer to item 2026/030

2026/029	Consider Failure of Shropshire Council to Deal with Road Closures for Severn Trent Including False Closures:
	RESOLVED: to write to Andy Keyland, Shropshire Council’s Highways Manager regarding the inaccuracies of the signage around road closures.
		
2026/030	Update on Fly Tipping on Titterstone Clee: the owner of the land has been identified and is aware of the fly tipping. Cllr Bevington’s contact details will be passed to the owner to facilitate the clearance.
2026/031	Update on Letters to Nick Newton and Andy Keyland re: Bedlam Junction: the clerk has emailed Nick Newton and Andy Keyland (Shropshire Council) asking for a review of the junction but has had no response.

2026/032	Consider Expenditure on New Projects: Councillors are encouraged to identify projects which would benefit the parish.

2026/033	Financial Matters:
i. [bookmark: _Hlk194911910]Note Income of £75 compensation from Lloyds Bank re Complaint and Continue Issue with Authorisations. Noted.  The Clerk continues to have permission to be the single authoriser on payments as Lloyds Bank have still not corrected the error despite concerted efforts by Cllr Reardon-Smith.
ii. Approve Payments: 

	Payee
	Inv No
	Amount

	Cllr Millard, Reimbursement for Wreath
	
	£28.57

	H Coonick & HMRC Clerk pay Jan- Feb plus overtime
	
	£1,038.81

	H Coonick Travel Expenses
	
	£48.60

	Laptop 
	
	Up to £450

	D Lewis (Environmental Maintenance)
	931
	£104.50



RESOLVED: to make the above payments except the laptop.  The council will contribute towards the running costs of a laptop held by the new Clerk.

2026/034	Discuss Lack of SmartWater signs on Squirrel Lane: a sign will now be installed on Squirrel Lane. 

2026/035	Update on Planning Enforcement re Tulip Cottage: the clerk has asked for an update form the Planning Enforcement Officer who reported that they are still working on this matter. Cllr Shackerley-Bennett was asked to investigate this matter as the first Enforcement Report was made in April 2024 and a further one in October 2025 and there was dissatisfaction from both the council and members of the public is how this has been handled.

2026/036	Consider New Tasks for the Environmental Maintenance Contractor: the contractor will be asked to identify what areas need mechanical digging out and a contractor to be asked to carry out the work.
[bookmark: _Hlk155827777]
2026/037	Correspondence: National Garden Scheme Open Gardens: the letter from the NGS will be uploaded to the website.

2026/038	Councillors Reports: there were no reports from Councillors
	
[bookmark: _Hlk137156969]2026/039	Consider the Agenda for the Annual Parish Meeting: The meeting will be held in April and will have a presentation on the plans for Devolving services from Shropshire Council.

2026/040	Consider Items for the next Agenda: a. Ledwyche Community Benefit Fund Agreement  b. Devolution c. Co-option for Vacant Seats d. Review the Asset Register

Next Ordinary Parish Council Meeting: 7.00pm Monday 16th March 2026 at Bitterley Village Hall

Signed:					Date:
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