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BITTERLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Bitterley Parish Council on 15th June 2026

Present: Cllrs Jon Reardon-Smith (temp chair), Richard Osborne, John Gatehouse, Dave Rogers, Alison Holman and Anthony Bevington. In Attendance: Fern Chadwick (Clerk/RFO), Charles Shackerley-Bennett (Unitary Councillor)

2026/107	Apologies: Cllr Karen Parry tendered her apologies and Cllr Tony Millard not in attendance.

2026/108	Declarations of Interest: Cllr Reardon-Smith declared an interest of item 2026/116

2026/109	Public Participation: None present.


2026/110	To Approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting on the 18th May 2026
RESOLVED: Accepted the minutes as an accurate record and were signed by the chair. Discussion around how Lengthsman works would be followed up and actions and Clerk confirmed that Lengthsman will be instructed after the meeting via email and then invoices checked upon receipt to confirm action completed.

2026/111	Consider Candidates for Co-option to the Vacant Seats
		Cllr Holman reported back she has approached someone and will follow up October.

2026/112	Shropshire Councillor Report – Cllr Shackerley-Bennett: 
Highways & Potholes
· Reviewed Bitterley parish pothole reports on Fix My Street; meets regularly with SC Highways (Andy Keeland). Council asked to forward long‑standing unresolved cases with reference numbers Roundthorn Road and Henley Road particularly.
· Highways repair priorities confirmed: B roads → C roads → unclassified roads.
· Additional pothole repair machinery now in use; workload remains significant.
· Cllr Rogers reported Fix My Street cases marked “completed” when work not done.
Squirrel Lane & Solar Farm
· Concern raised over diversion via Squirrel Lane due to numerous potholes; details to be sent to Cllr Shackerley‑Bennett for discussion with Highways.
· Shropshire Council to inspect road condition linked to the solar farm development.
Planning Enforcement
· Tulip Cottage: Cllr Shackerley‑Bennett visited site and contacted Planning Enforcement. He advised the wall was not included in enforcement; Council confirmed it had been submitted and minuted. Cllr Shackerley‑Bennett to return to Planning Enforcement with this information.
Streetscene & Parish Responsibilities
· Concerns raised regarding streetscene partnership proposals; insurance must be resolved before the parish could undertake any road‑related works.
Library Funding
· Council requested that Shropshire Council adopt a planned, rather than ad‑hoc, approach to Ludlow Library funding contributions.

2026/113	Cllr Shackerley-Bennett’s response to the 31 May email on Squirrel Lane closure and actions to pursue poor gravel-filled repairs before it’s used as a diversion.
	Covered in discussions during item 2026/012

2026/014 	Letter to Stuart Anderson and response with regards to pothole repairs.
		Response received saying he has approached the Shropshire council for a response

2026/115	Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) Grant Idea Updates on Survey Quotes.
	Clerk update has requested quotes. Being investigated no further action required at this time.

2026/116	Consider and Determine the Application Received for the Ledwyche Solar Grant
	Aukera awaiting certification of export, should get community contribution soon.
	Approval of application received proposed by Cllr Osborne and seconded by Cllr Holman, all agreed. (Cllr Jon Reardon-Smith abstained)

2026/117	Consider and Determine the Purchase of Streetlighting Hoods
	Cllr Bevington reported advice from Jason Hughes, Street Lighting Manager. Street lights require electrical inspection every six years and structural checks every three to six years, carried out by a highways‑registered contractor. Vegetation clearance around columns can be undertaken by the environmental maintenance contractor.
A shift from concrete to metal columns is recommended, with replacement costs estimated at £1,800–£2,000. Lights mounted on National Grid poles may require parish action if poles are replaced. Shropshire Council must be notified of any column removal, with a disconnection certificate provided.
ACTION: Light‑restricting hoods may be fitted depending on the lantern type. Cllr Osborne will confirm dates of previous works, inspection timings, and column materials. An inspection schedule will be required.

2026/118	Consider and Determine the Next Steps with Shropshire Council’s Partnership Working.
	The Clerk reported receipt of Shropshire Council’s invitation for the parish to consider partnership working. Members agreed the parish wishes to be involved in discussions but requires a clearer, structured plan from Shropshire Council before committing to any responsibilities.
The Council discussed potential willingness to contribute towards gulley emptying and cleansing of drains and culverts, particularly where blockages increase flood risk. Cllr Rogers queried responsibility for the culvert beneath the Middleton–Hopton Cangeford road; the Clerk advised that Shropshire Council is responsible for the structure, while cleansing could potentially be undertaken through the parish’s environmental maintenance arrangements.
It was agreed that maps of locations, infrastructure and known issues should be updated in both paper and Google Maps formats. Options for the Lengthsman to subcontract jetting or digging work were noted.
ACTION: Clerk to complete and return the partnership working feedback form to Shropshire Council.

2026/119	Review Employment Policy Changes
	Agreed sentence to be added to employment contract, clerk updated and agreed.

2026/120	Audit and Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Review the Annual Report
Review the Internal Auditors Report and Recommendations
Review and Sign the Annual Governance Statement
Review and Sign the Annual Accounting Statement
Authorise and Sign the Certificate of Exemption
Agree the Dates for the Notice of Public Rights
· Proposed that the AGAR certification of exemption, annual governance statement, accounting statement be signed by Chair and all agreed. Chair signed off.
· The Internal Auditor’s recommendations were noted. Council agreed not to set a reserve for partnership working until further information is available. The suggestion to include original purchase costs for assets was discussed; members noted that historic costs are unknown and replacement values are more relevant, so this will not be added.
· Council agreed that accessibility compliance will continue to rely on the website provider, supported by an annual internal review. Regular GDPR/data protection training was supported, with the Personnel Committee to consult SALC and maintain a training record for councillors.
· The FOI publication scheme was noted; required information is already available on the website, and further review will take place if FOI requests are received.
· ACTION: Clerk to publish the signed AGAR documents and confirm the dates for the Notice of Public Rights.


2026/121	Financial Matters:
i) Approve Payments
	Payee
	Inv No
	Amount

	Shropshire Council (Electricity for Streetlights)
	7388297
	140.41

	F Chadwick (Clerks salary)
	
	422.11

	RLT Auditing (Internal audit for 25-26)
	16-2526
	150.91


ACTION: All payments agreed to be made via BACS 

ii) Agree the Internal Auditor for 2026-2027
Proposed Cllr Reardon-Smith that we use same auditor (RLT Auditing) next year, seconded by Cllr Holman, all agreed.
iii) Policy on approval of payments. Actual process described by Cllr Reardon Smith. Proposed that policy confirms that of 2 signatories one will be the responsible financial officer. Seconded by Cllr Bevington. All agreed. 


2026/122	Consider Any New Tasks for the Environmental Maintenance Contractor: Lengthsman to check ditches and maintenance needed on Snitton lane and Squirrel lane

2026/123	Councillors Reports: 
	Ludlow Library Funding Request
Cllr Reardon‑Smith presented a calculation based on applying a consistent percentage of the parish precept as a fairer method for determining any contribution requested by Shropshire Council. Members agreed that a Shropshire Council representative should attend a parish meeting to discuss the proposal further.
Henley 1 Solar Farm – LEMP and Environmental Maintenance Concerns were raised regarding environmental maintenance at the Henley 1 Solar Farm. The new owners (since 2020) have undertaken a study which supports the parish’s previously identified concerns. It was proposed by Cllr Reardon‑Smith, seconded by Cllr Holman, and unanimously agreed that the LEMP should not be amended to remove sheep grazing. The Council expects Shropshire Council to enforce the original planning conditions and to actively monitor compliance. Cllr Holman will coordinate a response to Shropshire Council via the Planning Committee.
ACTION: Cllr Holman to submit the parish’s response on Henley 1 Solar Farm to Shropshire Council.
[bookmark: _Hlk155827777] 
2026/124	Consider Items for the next Agenda: Nothing of note


Next Ordinary Parish Council Meeting: 7.00pm Monday 20th July 2026 at Bitterley Village Hall
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