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BITTERLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Bitterley Parish Council on 20th July 2026

Present: Cllrs Jon Reardon-Smith (temp chair), Richard Osborne, Dave Rogers, Alison Holman and Anthony Bevington. In Attendance: Fern Chadwick (Clerk/RFO)

2026/125	Apologies
To receive and accept apologies and reasons for absence from members.
Cllr Parry tendered apologies. John Gatehouse not in attendance. 
Cllr Tony Millard has sadly passed away, and Council would like to recognise the contributions made to the Council, a statement has been released and shared online.

2026/126	Declarations of Interest - None declared

2026/127	Public Participation (maximum 15 minutes) - None in attendance.

2026/128	To Approve the Draft Minutes from the Meeting 15th June 2026
		RESOLVED: Accepted the minutes as an accurate record and were signed by the chair

2026/129	Consider Candidates for Co-option to the Vacant Seats
Cllr Holman spoke to a local resident in Farden about prospectively joining the PC, PC agreed to approach further about what it’s like to be a Councillor.
Cllr Rogers suggested another possible candidate, Chair Reardon-Smith to follow up and connect about prospectively joining the PC.

2026/130	Shropshire Councillor Report – Cllr Shackerley-Bennett
		None in attendance. – Clerk to request he send apologies if he isn’t coming.

2026/131	Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) Grant Idea Updates on Survey Quotes.
	No further information at this time.

2026/132	Consider and Determine Planning Application
	26/02548/FUL, Proposed vehicular and pedestrian access, 3 Paddock Side Middleton Ludlow Shropshire SY8 3EB - 26/02548/FUL | Proposed vehicular and pedestrian access | 3 Paddock Side Middleton Ludlow Shropshire SY8 3EB
	
	The footpath (will now have people driving over it) doesn’t belong to the property, needs permission of all third parties. Nothing in the application about nature recovery and taking out the grass. On the road there’s a drain, although no discharge notes in application. Nothing about replacing the hedge and replanting somewhere else in the application. The plans aren’t very well drawn and leaves ambiguity. Will the path between homes 2 and 3 need a curb down the side of it? What’s the infrastructure with drains/electrics to streetlights? Would it be worthwhile to contact the agent about concerns and the planning committee meet them. Planning committee to reach out directly.

2026/133	Outcome from Planning Committee on Henley Hall Solar Farm
	Written response provided to Mick Laidlaw (see summary). Asking Shropshire Council to implement it – Cllr Holman emailed Lynne Parker (LNRS) the response letter, explaining it has come to PC attention and this could contribute to nature recovery, what’s her influence and input? No response yet.

2026/134	Consider and Determine Grant Request for Maintenance of Bitterley Churchyard
	Requesting £1000, the grants policy limit is £150. Chair Reardon-Smith suggested there may be other ways for the PCC to raise funds for churchyard maintenance. Cllr Bevington concluded that they possibly have the resources to support this maintenance. Cllr Holman outlined that the application is for the churchyard only and not the building itself and the application explained that the church funds use isn’t able to be spend on the churchyard (to ensure that they have a vicar). Cllr Osborne questioned is it of benefit to the community beyond the 6-8 attendees and felt that it was. Cllr Rogers historically has supported the maintenance of the churchyard, it is a focal point of the village and attracts tourists and the PC should be partly responsible for the maintenance. 
	Considering LNRS they need only to mow for access to the graves and leave the rest natural. The path should be part of the maintenance grant if it requires it.
	Cllr Rogers proposed a grant of £150.00, Cllr Holman seconded. 3 in support, 2 against. PC moves forward to award the grant donation. 

2026/135	Consider Projects and Spending Ideas of Community Benefit Fund from Rock Farm Solar (£40,000)
	Funding expected by November 2026
Benefits the most affected by the development. Primary use of funds for screening trees/hedging for those most directly affected to reduce the landscape impact.
Cllr Holman suggested to invest into footpaths and purchasing metal gates/kissing gates – agree on circular routes in each of the hamlets where accessibility would be improved with better gates. 
Chair Reardon-Smith suggesting using some funds improving the play area at the Village Hall. VH committee confirmed they are able to get funds up to £20K from National Lottery for certain projects, the VH committee might come to PC for additional funding on projects that need more than being awarded elsewhere. 
Cllr Holman suggested to canvas the area to determine how many people are affected by Rock Farm Solar to gauge need for those more directly affected.
Cllr Osborne offered an idea to improve connectivity between the houses most affected to surrounding areas as a community benefit and improve infrastructure as opposed to individual interest. Chair Reardon-Smith agreed.
To note, funds will be ringfenced while investigating local projects of benefit to the immediately affected communities and then to the wider parish. 

2026/136	Consider Response to Shropshire Council Local Plan Feedback Request
	Missed the deadline as it was 15th July.

2026/137	Update on Purchase of Light-Restricting Streetlight Hoods, Previous Works, Inspection Timings and Column Materials from Cllr Osborne.
	No update as of yet, to be reviewed next meeting.

2026/138	Consider and Determine the Next Steps with Shropshire Council’s Partnership Working.
	Chair Reardon-Smith sent the response on Ludlow Library to Pete outlining the concern over how the budget was calculated. No further correspondence. Clerk sent the interest form back, no further correspondence. Alex Wagner, stated saved £1M on StreetScene already. Incorrect figures provided saying SC spent £31M on North Relief Road, when it was actually £39. Shropshire Council have now confirmed they will sell Shire Hall. 

2026/139	Financial Matters:
i. [bookmark: _Hlk194911910]Approve Bank Statement and Reconciliation Report
1. Community Account £9,736.12
2. Instant Access £10,985.33
ii. Consider and Approve the Bank Reconciliation dated 30/6/26
iii. Approve Payments: 

	Payee
	Inv No
	Amount

	F Chadwick (Clerks salary)
	
	367.40




		Consider higher interest accounts and how much to put in on the next agenda.
		Approved Clerk Salary payment along with the grant of £150 to Bitterley PCC. 

[bookmark: _Hlk155827777]2026/140	Highways and Consider New Tasks for the Environmental Maintenance Contractor
	Snitton Lane has not been done. As well as Squirrel Lane, needs doing before autumn. Cllr Rogers notified the PC of the culverts that need clearing on the Middleton to Hopton Cangeford road, possibly needs additional support from another workman to complete. Ask Lengthsman to site visit and determine if he can complete the tasks or needs further specialist support. Clerk to send the Lengthsman Cllr Rogers contact information to arrange a site visit. 
	If there are signs left over from developers, workmen, Severn Trent etc, please report on FixMyStreet.

2026/141	Councillors Reports
Cllr Reardon-Smith reported that Stuart Anderson said Squirrel Lane is getting repaired w/c 20.7.26
Cllr Bevington reported the War Memorial removal on Clee Hill, Dhustone Lane, since it’s on the right side of the lane, it’s likely Caynam Parish. Cllr Bevington has sent information on the American War Memorials to Caynam PC Clerk.
Safer Neighbourhood Team used to attend the Parish Council meetings, Clerk to check if they’ve sent the form on local issues and ask them to attend a meeting about local concerns.
Cllr Holman attended Tony Millard funeral on behalf of the Parish Council, it was nice to see old Councillors in attendance. Also put up the notice board at Snitton Lane, Rob & Mandy Reynolds have a set of keys as well as the Clerk. Clerk to print another summary of our meetings into the notice board. Bedlam needs repairing or replacing next.
Cllr Reardon-Smith questioned if anyone was found to dig out and put a concrete base in the telephone box. Cllr Bevington has a contact and will ask to quote what’s the best resolve for the water and mud concerns. 
Cllr Osborne requested some daffodils (Cllr Holman requested some on Snitton Gate) as part of the LNRS. Cllr Osborne requested £180 to split into 3 areas, 1 for Snitton Gate, 1 box on Roundthorn Road, 1 box to replace those dug up by Severn Trent. Cllr Osborne proposed, Cllr Holman seconded, 3 voted in support. Proceed with quotes to pay. 
BPCC raised concerns over the condition of the building and how will funds be raised. Such as installing facilities like toilets, basic kitchen essentials and car park. 

[bookmark: _Hlk137156969]2026/142	Items for the next Agenda
		Consider higher interest bank account.
		Check Cllr Holman has been added as a full user to Lloyds Bank. 
		LNRS spending summary record and future plans. 
How can BPC support the Parish Church over the improvement of the building’s condition.

Ordinary Parish Council Meeting: 7.00pm Monday 21st September 2026 at Bitterley Village Hall
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